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THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE
UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING
November 5, 2002
Members present:
Angela Batey, Chris Cox, Gary Dicer, Leslie Hamilton, Robert Hinde, Laura Jolly, Suzanne Kurth, Laura
Mobley, Mark Moon, Johnie Mozingo, Bill Park, Michael Pemberton, Richard Saudargas, Jean Skinner,
Frank Spicuzza, Terry Stratta, Sam Swan, Bill Woodcock.
Members absent:
Tom Boehm, George Dodds, Heather Hirschfeld, Peter Koffman, Paul Pinkney, Euridice Silva, Bill
Woodcock.
Ex-Officio members present:
Mary Albrecht, Richard Bayer, Don Cox, Tom George, Fred Gilliam, Fred Pierce, Frank Spicuzza.
Ex-Officio members absent:
Joan Creasia, F. Michael Combs, Eric Haley, Robert Leiter,.

Jolly called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
I.

The minutes of the September 17, 2002 minutes were approved as reported.

II. Standing Committee Reports
A.

Academic Policy
David Golden presented the “Honors by Contract” requirement for University
Honors students, effective fall 2003. The implementation was approved by the
Undergraduate Council at the February 15, 2001 meeting. During their junior year,
University Honors students take an Honors by Contract course which involves a
written agreement between the instructor and the student that specifies additional
effort by the student. This assists the student in earning enough Honors credits to
meet the standards of the National Collegiate Honors Council. Saudargas noted
this is a requirement for students, not professors. Golden said there would not be
extra work for faculty; the responsibility lies with the student. Gilliam asked the
number of students involved. Golden replied there would be between 180 and 200
students spread across the year, including summer. Golden also noted Honors is
working with the Office of the University Registrar to decide a way to designate
Honors by Contract courses on the student’s transcript. A complete report follows
on pp. 4-12.
Jolly reported that in the spring, the committee will be discussing repeat policies,
the grade of Incomplete, and second bachelor’s degrees.

B.

Advising Committee
The committee meets once a month and is working on ways to make the
undergraduate experience more student friendly.
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C.

Appeals
George reported that the committee will be working on appeals in three areas:
appeals beyond the dean’s office; retroactive withdrawals; and academic
dismissals.

D.

Curriculum
Hinde, Chair of the committee, informed the Council that at the October 29, 2002
meeting, the committee requested more information be presented by University
Studies before approval for course changes could be given.
The group is also looking at the role of the committee and working on a mission
statement.
The committee will be setting a procedure for submission of electronically-mediated
format courses. Further action will be taken in the spring.
Hinde expressed a desire that colleges should present materials to the Curriculum
Committee with as much information as needed to make a judgment but
condensed as much as possible. A short rationale and statement regarding impact
on other academic units should be included with each course
revision/addition/deletion in the summary of materials submitted to the Council.
Mayhew noted that in light of the Provost's desire that we simplify the curriculum
and in order to be efficient in the use of university resources, courses should not be
added unless it is clear that they can be offered ona regular basis. A good rule is
that a department should drop one coursefor every course added, unless additional
faculty have been added.

E. General Education
Kurth reported the committee is working to implement the report approved on
principle by last year’s Undergraduate Council. Mayhew noted such things as the
capacity of the University to offer the classes selected and what courses to include
must be considered. She predicts the program will be in place for fall 2004.
III.

Other Business
Jolly reported a proposed change in the by-laws of the Faculty Senate. currently, minutes
of the Undergraduate Council are approved by the Education Policy Committee; then
sent to the Executive Committee; and on to the Senate. The proposed change in by-laws
would send UG Council minutes directly to the Executive Committee for approval; then to
the full Senate.

The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.
Material for Faculty Senate approval appears on pp. U 11-U20.
Respectfully submitted,
Cookie Ely, Secretary to the Council
Deadline for submission of materials for the 2003-2004 UG Catalog is noon December 13, 2002.
th
The next meeting of the UG Council is January 28, 2003, 1:30 p.m., 8 Floor Andy Holt Tower.
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